
he only came home twice a year. He 
was just a teenager when the family 
came and made their first camp by the 
Chimyamauni Stream. Over the next few 
years, a wattle and daub house was built, 
followed a year or two later by a more 
solid brick home. 

David eventually left for agricultural 
college in Glasgow. While there, Rev. 
Peter Barber offered him a room in the 
manse and David was involved in a 
lively youth fellowship in East Kilbride. 
He then worked with his father and two 
uncles who had also moved to the farm 
on retirement. In 1962 he returned to 
the U.K. to Chelmsford (Writtle College) 
to qualify in agricultural engineering 
and subsequently helped start the 
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David was born in Abercorn, now 
Mbala, while his father was pioneering 
agricultural development in the north east 
of Northern Rhodesia. His father worked 
in Fort Jameson (Chipata) 1945-7, Ndola 
1947-9 and Broken Hill (Kabwe) 1949-
51. When he retired from the Agricultural 
Department, the family moved to 
Mkushi. His father’s last job had included 
surveying the undeveloped area to be 
designated the Mkushi Farm Block.

David went to boarding school in Cape 
Town together with his elder siblings 
where his mother had family. David 
was blessed by a strong Christian 
ethos through the staff of his school 
and through Christian camps. The train 
journeys home took four days and 

David & Christine Moffat

David and Christine Moffat were part of the group of families that had the 
vision for a new school in the Mkushi area which eventually opened in 1988. 
David’s African pedigree stretches back 200 years as he is a descendant 
of Robert Moffat (the gardener missionary) who founded Kuruman Mission 
in South Africa. 

David and Christine Moffat

HERE & THERE
Fellowship Days
The Southern Fellowship Day will be 
held at the Sarum Hill centre, Sarum Hill, 
Basingstoke RG21 8SR on Saturday 25th 
April from 10am till 4pm. Further details can 
be obtained from Mike Hackston on 01256 
412237.

The Northern Fellowship Day will be held at 
St. John’s Church, 183 High Street, Linlithgow 
EH49 7DY on 2nd May from 10am ‘til 4pm. 
Further information can be obtained from 
Peter Willett on 01324 718979.

Chengelo Alumni
Steve Banister has taken on the task of 
liaising with the school to put UK based 
Chengelo students in touch with the 
activities of the Trust. If you know of a 
student studying in the UK, please get in 
touch with Steve.

Imbila 
Recent issues of Imbila have been 
eight pages in length and in colour. 
The increased cost is minimal and 
hopefully the photos will give a better 
picture of life at the school. It also gives 
opportunity, dear readers, for comments, 
articles and reports of visits to the 
school that the editor may not know of.  
Please avail yourselves of this opportunity.

New Venues
As most of you are aware the Trust tries 
to move the location of the Northern 
and Southern Fellowship Days every 
year around the U.K. in order to vary the 
travel distance and time over the years 
for individuals wishing to attend.

In order to enable this to be the case, 
the Trust is asking all supporters if 
some could help us with new locations 
that we have not used before. The 
requirements for a suitable venue are 
a hall large enough to accommodate 
70 people, a kitchen, toilets and 
suitable parking. Access to a computer, 
projection system and public address 
system would also be required.

If you would be able to help us with this 
then please contact the Secretary:

Bob Baker, 01950 477304, Carmel, 
Aithsetter, Cunningsburgh, Shetland   
ZE2 9HG
bob.jane.baker@elephant25.plus.com

Thank you.
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David & Christine Moffat (cont.)

Natural Resources Development College 
between Lusaka and the airport. He was 
involved with land-clearing, lecturing and 
being warden of a student hostel. He took 
part in the early Scripture Union meetings 
and camps and the formation of the 
Fellowship of Christian Unions in tertiary 
institutions (later ZAFES). He became a 
deacon of Lusaka Baptist Church. 

The next step was a choice between 
further training in California, Wye 
College, London or returning to the farm. 
David chose Mkushi, arriving in 1967 to 
support his father who was now farming 
independently. Sadly, his father passed 
away soon after he returned. The water 
furrow had been dug and some land 
cleared but it was slow going with limited 
finance and poor support services. The 
family helped make sure there was a 
Christian Sunday service for the farmers 
at least once a month, but otherwise 
joined in the vernacular church service 
on the farm. 

By the late 1960’s God had brought a 
number of Christian professionals from 
various countries to work in Zambia with 
a vision to reach out to and teach the 
burgeoning number of young Zambians 
coming up through the colleges and 
university (UNZA). Special conferences 
were organised for the public holidays.

It was at this time that Christine came 
to Zambia as a VSO to work with the 
Zambian National Food and Nutrition 
Commission. She had grown up in 

a lively baptist church in Stanmore, 
Middlesex and had joined in Christian 
Union activities at Queen Elizabeth 
College. The teaching and love of those 
who had come to witness for the Lord 
Jesus Christ in Lusaka and Kitwe was a 
great blessing to her. David and Christine 
met through some of these people and 
student conferences. In 1971 when 
Christine was due to leave, they became 
engaged, married in Stanmore and 
returned together to the farm to see 
where God would take them.

Since then, David has had many roles 
in national agriculture including ZNFU, 
mission farm advice, banking and 
investment and charitable funding 
through the Beit Trust. Over the years, 
their home has hosted many folk who 
were involved in Christian and rural 
development work. We were very glad 
to have the Wyatts move in to the 
Kapanda house in 1980 and take over 
the farm there.

On the farm, David has had a mixed 
cattle and crops programme and cleared 
large areas for arable farming and pasture 
development. He took a particular 
interest in tropical pastures and tried 
out various legumes and grasses to see 
what would thrive in our situation and 
make farming more sustainable. He was 
an early adherent to minimum tillage. 
They were part of the syndicate which 
built the large dam on the Mkushi River 
a few years ago from which Chengelo 

now draws its water supply. 

David and Christine’s greatest involvement 
apart from the farm, was when the 
fellowship was challenged in 1985 by the 
speaker at the Mkushi Christian Fellowship 
annual retreat to consider whether God 
was calling us to start a Christian school. 
Many of those who had visited the farm 
gave prayer support and advice. As this 
was shared, they developed a sense of 
the nature of the school that God wanted. 
This was then set down as the vision for 
the school.

Much prayer, work and many answers 
to prayer brought us to the opening of 
Chengelo on 11th September 1988. 
When the challenge to start the school 
came, we were involved in looking for 
financial support through grants and 
bursaries, sourcing supplies for building, 
monitoring the finances, keeping in touch 
with prayer supporters and seeking God 
for direction in the various aspects of 
developing the school. In the early years 
David made many trips to the Department 
of Immigration to apply for employment 
permits. We also initially looked after the 
health of the workers through their farm 
clinic. David was vice chair of the Board of 
Governors for many years and Christine 
was Board Secretary.

David and Christine’s two children have 
also come to live in the Mkushi area. 
Andrew and Coral have taken over 
the part of the farm which was in the 
Munshiwemba Valley (surrounding 
Ndubaluba). Catherine, having worked 
at Mukinge Mission Hospital for two 
years, has returned to Mkushi with her 
husband and two children. Phil works for 
‘Foundations for Farming Zambia’ where he 
helps with training in practical skills such 
as building, plumbing and electrification.

Although the start of Chengelo School 
was just too late to benefit their own 
children’s education, Andrew and 
Catherine also gained from the friendship 
and example of the Christian folk who 
came to work at the school. On 2nd 
September 2019 the first family member 
to attend Chengelo School, Samuel 
Wallis (son of Catherine and Phil) started 
in Grade 2



I joined Ndubaluba in August 2013 
with the intention of getting a few 
outdoor education qualifications. It 
was an interesting and very challenging 
adventure. 

Finally I got the chance to go to 
Scotland for nearly four months 
between April and August 2019 and 
gain the further qualifications I always 
wanted. I rekindled my interest in 
outdoor education instruction as I got 
a better understanding of what it all 
really meant. 

The course wasn’t easy but the whole 
experience with all its challenges has 
helped me get closer to God and 
really learn what it means to wait on 
Him and be moved by His strength.

So many people played a big role 
in making this possible. I thank my 
Ndubaluba family for all their support 
and prayers and the Abernethy Trust 
for their willingness to do so much to 
make the programme work for me. 
I also thank the Chengelo Education 
Trust for all the financial support 
and prayers while I was preparing to 
go to the UK and when I was there. 
It was really good being so far from 
home and yet feeling very welcome 
in Scotland. I should also thank 
the McMasters and the Alfords for 
their support and help every time I 
travelled. They really made Scotland 
feel like a second home. Having so 
many people helping and making sure 
it all worked out made it a lot easier 
for me. It has been a great adventure 
and a great learning experience.
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 Joshua Musosa



Puck (Lily Brubacher) creates havoc in the enchanted forest Bottom the Weaver (Mulambo Haimbo) entertains Titania (Josephine Phiri)

Oberon (Lubuto Ndambo) drops magic dew into the eyes of his wife, Titania (Josephine Phiri)

Oberon and Titania, king and queen of the fairies, lead a fairy dance Madalitso Mwanza as the ‘Wall’ and Mulambo Haimbe as Pyramus
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream



A Midsummer Night’s Dream
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Thisbe (Chimya Bwalya) laments the death of her lover in front of the noble audience

The primary Djembe Group

Puck (Lily Brubacher) Puck (Lily Brubacher) receives orders from Oberon (Lubuto Ndambo)

A fairy (Lusayo Mwenechanya)



Hadrian’s Wall Wild Walk (84 for 80) - Ian Freestone

Yes, I completed the 84 mile walk 
in less than 4 days, and was blessed 
with the best of sunny weather and 
a following breeze (travelling from 
East to West it should have been in 
my face!) It was a wonderful walk in 
God’s amazing wild country with early 
mornings and late evenings having it 
all to myself – no people, no noise, 
no traffic, no air or light pollution! A 
truly fantastic retreat/prayer walk with 
terrific sunrises and sunsets all to 
myself!

The tone of the adventure was set by a 
warm welcome and support from Brian 
and Kate Germany and family near 
Wallsend, who provided overnight B 
and B. How good it is to renew Chengelo 
friendships and to be reminded of all 
we have in common through shared 
experiences and service.

My daily breakdown of distances 
travelled was 19, 19, 16 and 30 miles. 
On the final day I just kept going – 
to Carlisle and on to Bowness-on-
Solway, the end of the trail, arriving at 
02.00 (30 miles in 20 hours). I then 
discovered there was no Sunday bus 
service back to Carlisle railway station 
for the journey home and no taxi 
service locally! But another blessing 
provided a meeting with a Good 
Samaritan who was taking his friend 
to lunch in Carlisle and dropped me 
off at the station. Within 10 minutes of 
getting to the station I was on a train 
back to Bristol! 
All in all, it was a memorable 
adventure and has raised over £4,000 
for Chengelo funds. 

P.S. The blisters healed quickly and to 
date I have only lost one nail!

QUESTION
What have a wooded glade, the windy lee of Hadrian’s Wall itself, a disused chicken barn 

 and the sea shore have in common? 

ANSWER
They were all my bedrooms on the above walk at the end of June!
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Chengelo Slaughter House Update

From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Friends,

As I write to you today, we have a hot sunny day ahead 
with temperatures in the high 30’s. The green fields are 
struggling to retain their greenness; the jacarandas have 
their last blooms of purple whilst the flamboyants are 
just coming out with their beautiful orange blooms. God 
provides such a beautiful reminder of fresh life just when 
can feel exhausted and see only a dry earth. 

There is Zesco electricity power for just 12 hours a day 
at the moment across Zambia, which will have a massive 
economic cost. There are many especially in the southern 
province who are hungry because of inadequate rains last 
year. Our political leaders are struggling to deal with the 
problems of the day. Inflation rates are rising again, with 
a published year on year inflation rate in September of 
10.5%, a figure that hides more substantial increases in 
food, power generation, fuel prices and transportation. In 
the villages there are increasing challenges with the young 
disconnecting from the church and turning from God. We 
could go on, but it is clear amidst this “dry earth” that still 
God still provides signs of new life which we pray will be 
the foretaste of the pouring out of His Spirit upon this nation.

On October 20th 18 students were baptized in the school 
swimming pool, praise God. Their clear testimonies an 
encouragement to us all. We look forward to record 
numbers of pupils with us in 2020. There are 442 students 
in the primary and secondary school today with positive 
selection days still for new pupils for next year. We have 

just one member of staff moving on to pursue a master’s 
degree at Christmas which is already covered, so we are 
enjoying some staff stability. We have good applicants for 
our training programs, for volunteers and for Ndubaluba 
staffing for 2020. We have another former student Nikki 
Cuturi (Anderson) coming back part time to help us with 
the marketing work in the new year. This stability allows 
us to focus in a renewed way on staff development and 
progression. We are in the process of joining the Association 
of Christian School International which provides a great 
focus for us as we move forward together on our Christian 
values and mission.

With the generous support of the CET we have brought in 
CAD design and a new laser cutter for our design workshops 
to modernize the design and manufacturing techniques 
students are exposed to. We are busy with building work, 
from the new tennis court (Astro turf), to a hostel extension 
and then workers housing.

We are praying for a good rainy season this year which 
the country as a whole really needs. We are praying for 
our Form Five and Sixth Form who are in the middle of 
their examinations. Pray for their next step, that they will be 
guided by God. We are praying for wise leadership for the 
future in all areas across Zambia, and pray that Chengelo 
may help to train them in the way they should go.

God bless,

Andrew Cowling, Principal, Chengelo School.

In September Nathan Andersen 
joined the Chengelo Training 
Farm Project as project 
manager of the C.T.F. with the 
abattoir being his first project 
to complete. Nathan is an 
American missionary serving 
with the Evangelical Alliance 
Team. Up until this point CTF 
did not have the management 
capacity to build the abattoir so 
we give thanks to God for his 
provision of Nathan.

The project has currently 
reached slab level and building 
materials have been purchased 
for the walls and roof. It is 
hoped that further work on the 
remainder of the building will 
be completed before the rains 
start. 

CTF is extremely grateful for the 
support of CET as this project 
will improve the efficiency of 
the farm and open up other 
business opportunities to serve 
the vision of the farm.



Careful readers will have noticed 
that Ian Freestone was successful in 
completing his 84 mile walk along 
Hadrian’s wall in four days. On the 
fourth day he completed the final 
30 miles to raise £4000 for the Trust. 
What an achievement! 

Your editor enjoys walking and for the 
last seventeen years has organised 
day walks on Dartmoor but Ian’s 
achievement was definitely a step too 
far for him, especially camping out. 
We may not always be blessed by 
good health but we all have talents to 
put at the disposal of our Master even 
as we move into retirement as Russell 
Wyatt proved with his beautifully 
crafted autobiography: ”All the Days 
of My Life” (see previous Imbila No 
49 and available on Amazon).

Not everyone is blessed with a full 

TREASURER’S REPORT

£5,000

for a new laser cutter which is already being 
used by the students who are excited to 
see the new technology at work.

£2,000

towards the new kitchens at Ndubaluba.

£7,500

towards bursaries.

Various cheques in support of staff at 
the school. Many thanks to all who 
have contributed towards these.

Please don’t forget to go through 
the Easyfundraising website if you  
shop online:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
It will cost you nothing except for a 
couple of extra ‘clicks’, but each purchase 
raises money for the Trust. ‘FREE’ money 
to CET. 

are priceless.”

Malcolm Muggeridge, the well known 
journalist, came to faith late in life. He 
wrote “I have a certainty surpassing 
all words and thoughts that as an 
infinitesimal particle of God’s creation, 
I am a participant in his purposes, 
which are loving and not malign, 
creative and not destructive, orderly 
and not chaotic, universal and not 
particular. And in that certainty comes 
a great peace and a great joy.” 

The apostle Paul had the same 
conviction writing from prison to the 
church at Philippi: “I have learned the 
secret of being content in any and 
every situation, whether well fed 
or hungry, whether living in plenty 
or in want. I can do everything 
through him who gives me strength.”  
(4 v.12-13.)
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and active life but Scripture does 
have words of encouragement for us 
to ponder. The psalmist speaks of the 
godly: “in old age they still produce fruit; 
they are always green and full of sap.”  
Psalm 92v14 

The talents that we have been given 
as young adults may have diminished 
slightly but can still be used in the 
Lord’s service. I understand green to 
refer to character and to the gift of 
serenity. Sap can’t be the attribute of 
all in old age but it is a lovely ideal 
that we can see exemplified in the 
lives of friends and relatives who 
radiate their Christian faith.

C.E.T is very dependent on volunteers 
who have retired. As our former 
chairman once said “Volunteers 
don’t get paid, not because they 
are worthless, but because they 

From the Editor’s Armchair

PLEASE NOTE: If you shop online 
at Amazon they have stopped 
supporting Easy Fundraising. They 
do allow charities to register with  
www.smile.amazon.co.uk (I have). 
You need to go to that part of the 
Amazon website and confirm that 
Donations are to go to Chengelo 
Educational Trust. 

Please contact me if you have any 
difficulty with this. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if 
you would like any help or advice 
about donating to the Trust, eg Gift 
Aid or Standing orders or Legacies etc.

  Glenn Guilliatt, Treasurer.

Tel: 01757 291563
 07803 359082

or: GlennGuilliatt@Hotmail.com
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In the last 6 months we were able  
to send various cheques to the  
school and we have had an update 
on them:

£6,000

for the abattoir and slaughter house – 
for the cattle produced by the Training 
Farm; the first blocks for this have been 
purchased and are about to be used.

£7,000

for workers houses – building work on the 
next two houses will commence shortly.

£1,500

for workshop tools. These have been 
purchased and are being used by the 
new site manager.

£1,500

for a new defibrillator which has just 
arrived.


