
I applied for state land three times at the 
Lands department. On the third occasion 
the government official told me that 
my application had been turned down 
because my family had supported the 
United Party and now it was the turn 
of the Afrikaner farmers to be given 
favourable treatment. I placed my hand 
on his desk and thanked him for his 
honesty.

I discussed this with my father and his 
comment was there was no future in 
the country for the younger generation. 
He said, ‘Go north where you will be 
accepted.’ So two friends and I hired a 
pick-up with a canopy and set off for 
Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia). The 
Secretary of Lands gave us the name of 
the Land Settlement Officer in Lusaka, 
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My father worked on an irrigation farm 
after WW2. In that same area I became 
a contract farmer enabling me to earn 
an income. My father assisted me 
with funds to buy a hay baler, a wheat 
drill and lucerne cutting and raking 
equipment. I must mention that my 
parents were great prayer warriors and 
were a good example for me. Through 
being exposed to the farming world 
every day, I gained a lot of experience 
and eventually rented two irrigation 
farms to grow wheat and lucerne to sell 
as hay. I also grew seed potatoes on a 
contract for a local farmer’s co-op.

 However those halcyon days did not 
last. In 1948 the Nationalist Party won 
the elections. The new government 
were very pro-Afrikaner and anti-British. 

Barton Young

Barton Young was one of the founders of Chengelo School when it opened in 
1988. He settled in Northern Rhodesia in 1956 coming up from South Africa. 
In that time he has seen a huge number of changes affecting the country.  
I asked Barton to tell Imbila readers something of his life-story and his role 
in establishing the school. 

Barton and Yvonne Young

HERE & THERE
Fellowship Days 2020
The Southern Fellowship Day will be held at 
the Sarum Hill Centre, Sarum Hill, Basingstoke 
RG21 8SR on Saturday 25th April from 
10am to 4pm. Location and parking details 
can be found on the C.E.T. website under 
future events. For further details contact Mike 
Hackston on 01256 412237. 

The Northern Fellowship Day will be held at 
St. John’s Church, 183 Hight Street, Linlithgow  
EH49 7DY on 2nd May from 10am to 4pm. 
Limited parking at the church is available. 
For further information please contacts Peter 
Willett on 01324 718979. 

Refurbishment of Sixth Form
Last year after half term returning students 
arrived one morning to find that their 
common room and kitchen had been fitted 
out with new furniture.

84 for 80
Ian Freestone writes: ‘In retirement Mary and 
I have spent a total of 10 terms teaching in a 
voluntary capacity at Chengelo (2009-2015) 
covering primary and lower secondary 
short term vacancies. In 2009 to celebrate 
my 70th birthday I climbed Kilimanjaro 
and raised money for C.E.T. Now I plan to 
celebrate my 80th by walking the 84 mile 
Hadrian’s Wall walk during a period of good 
weather in June or early July. Hence the title 
84 for 80 raising money for the construction 
of workers’ housing at Chengelo. I invite 
anyone who is inspired to support me by 
sending sponsorship/donations to Glenn 
Guilliatt, the CET treasurer. All contributions 
gratefully received.’

I am sure that if any Imbila readers  wanted 
to accompany Ian on part or all of his walk 
he would be delighted to hear from them.

ianandmaryfreestone@gmail.com 

Ian Freestone and friends

New Trustees
The Chengelo Educational Trust welcomes 
three new trustees and looks forward to 
their participation in future meetings: Tamsin 
Booth, Martha Germany and Hannah 
Flanders.
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Barton Young (cont.)

a Mr. MacDougal who sent us to the 
survey department to obtain maps of the 
Mkushi Farm Block. The farms were virgin 
with cut lines separating the farms with 
access roads. All the farms had a number 
with hills and rivers as boundaries. 
I chose Farm no. 1680. The survey 
department were happy to have me. I 
named my farm Rock Ridge because I 
was so attracted to the outcrop of rock 
where I decided to build my house.

So I took the plunge. I had my second 
hand tractors, trailer, plough disc, 
hammer mill and motorbike sent up 
to the railway station at Kapiri Mposhi,  
(much easier to cross national boundaries 
then than now). Everything was loaded 
onto a trailer and brought up to my farm 
at Mkushi on the gravel Great North 
Road (120 kilometres).

My farm was virgin land with sections of 
dambos. Between August and October 
1957 I stumped 40 acres of land and 
with the first good rains in December 
planted 40 acres of tobacco. It was 
the first time that I had grown tobacco 
which I did not enjoy, but I had advice 
from local farmers, Unwin Moffat and D. 
and Ben Smith. I was very aware of the 
health hazards. Unfortunately it was a 
crop which provided a good income on 
a limited acreage. 

On the 4th August 1962 Yvonne and 
I were married in Kitwe and our three 
sons were born in Kitwe in 1963, 
1966 and 1968. Now with the help of 
three sons I grow commercial maize, 
vegetables, beans and grasses for the 
feedlots in winter. I also now have four 
pedigree beef cattle herds: Brahmin, 
Boran, Angoni and Bonsmara.

The School

When we started the school project we 
decided that each of the farmers should 
take responsibility for certain areas in 
the development of the school. Russell 
Wyatt managed the buildings, David 
Moffat handled purchases and finances 
and I chose to develop the gardens, 
roads, tree planting and sports fields. 
Sylvia Chesterman, the wife of Mike 
Chesterman who headed the school 
when the Solomons were on leave, 
assisted me in laying out the sports 
fields. I developed the grandstand, 
swimming pool and tennis court. Don 
Stacey built the squash court and I 
provided the roofing. Yvonne and Pella 
Johanson brought the glass walls up 
from Lusaka on their pick up. They had 
been purchased second hand in Natal 
and air-freighted up. We all saw the need 
for a good Christian school. We had to 
send our young children to boarding 
schools a long way from home as did 
many farmers and missionaries. This 
was a very emotional decision. My three 
sons are now all farming in Mkushi.

I always had a vision for a game sanctuary 
and this gradually came to fruition. I 
fenced off 880 hectares and stocked 
Noah’s Ark with twelve species of 
game which I obtained from Mazabuka. 
Chengelo students have regular 
excursions to the sanctuary under the 
supervision of the staff of the Ndubaluba 
Outdoor Centre for five days at a time. 
I felt the need for young Zambians to 
be exposed to nature and to introduce 
them to different species of indigenous 
trees. Many have never seen wild life 
in their natural environment. They also 
use the dam to kayak and learn other  
team skills.

Chengelo School has been blessed with 
many staff members who have been a 
blessing to us and our Christian fellowship. 
They have come from New Zealand, 
Australia, UK, Germany, America, South 
Africa, Zimbabwe as well as local staff. 
They came with their cultures which 
have enriched our lives and our faith. I 
give thanks to our heavenly Father for his 
hand upon the school.

The Southern Fellowship Day 
The Southern fellowship day was held 
for the first time in Reading at Wycliffe 
Baptist Church, a typical Victorian 
church in the heart of the town. Over 
40 attended to hear Tim Foster, Deputy 
Head with responsibility for pastoral 
care bring an update on Chengelo 
School and Ndubaluba.

Glenn Guilliatt gave a financial report 
and highlighted a number of needs 
at the school for a new abattoir, a 
defibrillator, a laser cutter and funds 
for bursaries.

Tim Foster who is also the Head of Sixth 
Form, reported that the secondary 
school is in the process of moving to 
three classes in each year group and a 
new hostel has been brought into use. 
This move will enable more options to 
be offered at GCSE. Pupil recruitment 
is being sought in Lusaka, Kitwe, as 
well as further afield in Malawi, Congo, 
Tanzania, South Africa and the UK.

Barton & Yvonne  
at the opening of the School Hall

The Southern Fellowship Day

2018 exam results continue to be 
impressive with 93% A* to C passes 
at GCSE and 74% A* to C passes at 
A level. The new Agriculture BTech 
course had 75% distinction passes 
equivalent to A* - A grade at A level. 
It is hoped to introduce a Food Tech 
course of a similar standard.

Creative Arts and Music are flourishing 
with primary and secondary choirs 
being used to help smooth the 
transition between the two parts of 
the school. A new Community Choir 
involving the farm block community 
is going well. A recent production 
of A Midsummer Night’s Dream was 
very well received by parents and the 
community.

CHENGELO  EDUCATIONAL TRUST FELLOWSHIP DAYS
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Sport continues to be a strength, but 
competition from other schools is 
increasing. Sport is also important in 
improving and maintaining the fitness 
of the pupils. There are new tennis 
courts and a multi purpose astro turf.

Ndubaluba provides one week 
outward bound courses for every 
Chengelo student in every year group 
as well as voluntary courses in rock 
climbing. Ndubaluba is also being used 
more and more by other schools from 
across Zambia. There are challenges 
in recruiting and training staff with the 
right level of expertise and experience. 
Joshua Musosa is currently in Scotland 
receiving Outdoor Instructor training.

Henry Kasonso has settled into the 
School Chaplain role and as well as 
taking some classes he is carrying 

of farmland. Sadly the railway branch 
line closed many years ago but the 
local station has been converted into 
a museum and two carriages into a 
lovely restaurant. 

Abe Anchors a Ndubs instructor 
brought two of his children up from 
Rotherham. The school prefects 
project this year has been focused on 
Nkolonga Secondary School just the 
other side of the main tarred road and 
improving their computer systems. 
The centre has continued making 
annual trips to Mambulima Special 
School in Luapula Province where 
one girl permanently in a wheel chair 
received the Duke of Edinburgh Gold 
Award. The centre has also visited 
Kalambo Falls and Lake Tanganyika as 
part of their expedition training. Bob 
Baker gave a brief financial report 
and in the afternoon we reminisced 
about our favourite Chengelo stories 
followed by a time of prayer for the 
school. 

In the evening we swept into Grantown 
on Spey to sample the delights of their 
take aways before returning to the 
Chenelles for continued fellowship. 
Chenelle and Colin looked after us 
very well and many thanks to them 
for their hospitality. 

out bereavement counselling with a 
number of students.

Paul and Julie Vines, the newly 
appointed Deputy Head (Academic) 
attended and were introduced and 
prayed for. He and his family are due 
to join the school in September as 
Tim and his family return to the UK in 
August 2019. Prayer is needed for a 
work permit for Paul and also for four 
other new staff. 

The Northern Fellowship Day 
The Northern Fellowship Day was held 
the following Saturday in the attractive 
Scottish village of Grantown on Spey 
not many miles south of Inverness. 
Around 25 gathered at the home 
of Chenelle and Colin McMaster, a 
beautiful property right on the edge 

The Northern Fellowship Day

The Southern Fellowship Day

Abe Ankers



Life at Ndubaluba

I live and work at Ndubaluba Outdoor 
Centre along with my wife Nadine and 
our four children; Elijah (6), Anna (4), 
Benjamin (2) and Charis (10 months).

Ndubaluba is a central part of 
Chengelo School’s vision to reach 
young people for Jesus. A day in the 
life of an instructor at Ndubaluba is 
difficult to describe because one thing 
it’s not, is routine. The variety of what 
happens at Ndubaluba is something 
very special. Thanks to hard working 
instructors committed to the vision, we 
are able to offer 100 camps each year, 
with at least 40 unique progammes. 

Year round we take young people 
kayaking, hiking, climbing and 
camping all over Zambia. There is  
a healthy attitude towards adventure 
here and we enjoy easy access to  
truly magnificent wilderness. As 
pioneers of outdoor adventure 
education in Zambia, we also have the 
privilege of setting the standards for 
safety and quality. 

We work with schools from across the 
country, including Banani International 
School for girls, Trident College, the 
International School of Lusaka and 
Mambilima Special School. We also 
lead camps for The King’s School, 

Witney and Trinity Academy of the 
Emmanuel Schools Foundation, both 
from the UK. Managing so many 
different camps for such a wide range 
of groups has its challenges but we 
believe our unique and specially 
designed programmes make more of 
an impact. 

We set aside approximately 10% of 
our income to enable less privileged 
groups to visit our centre. Hope 
Children’s Care group, Glow Girls,  
Elite Boys and Mambilima Special 
School are all enabled to visit through 
this fund.

We are very thankful for the relative 
freedom we have to share our faith with 
the young people who visit us - we 
share the Gospel on all of our camps. 
But there’s no room for complacency. 
In an increasingly global culture 
with many alternatives, we have the 
amazing task of helping young people 
know Jesus as the answer.

Please pray that God will continue to 
use us and the adventures we lead. 
Our community church conference 
and prayer weekend takes place on 
the 22nd and 23rd of June.

Abe Ankers

The Ankers Family
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Many supporters of Chengelo 
School and CET will have learned 
of the passing of Norman Wyatt, on 
Easter Day, a few days before his 
98th birthday.

Whilst his early life was in farming, he 
devoted his energies, commitment 
and enthusiasm to everything in 
which he subsequently became 
involved. He worked with Gideons 
International establishing branches 
throughout the UK, and served as UK 
National President, for FEBA in its work 
broadcasting the Gospel from the 
Seychelles, for Crusaders (now Urban 
Saints), by leading weekly bible classes 
for young people, and arranging 
Christian camps and expeditions. 

Norman always had a heart for Africa.
He wanted to go to bible college to 
become a missionary, but that did 
not happen. He became General 
Secretary of the Africa Evangelical 
Fellowship, which involved much 
travelling to visit mission staff in Africa. 
Later, when his brother Russell (with 
David Moffat and Barton Young) were 
given the vision to establish a Christian 
school in Zambia, Norman was an 
enthusiastic, prayerful and generous 
supporter, and became a founder 
trustee of Chengelo Educational Trust 
(UK). He was always keen to learn of 
the latest developments at the school 
and faithfully attended the Fellowship 
Days as long as he was able, with his 
prayerful support for the remainder of 
his life.

Norman embarked on a series of 
‘retirements,’ as in his mid 60s he was 
ordained as an Anglican Minister and 
served in a number of UK parishes in 
Surrey and Sussex. This enabled him 
to continue to work in communities, 
sharing his faith, and witnessing to the 
love of God for all.

Norman Wyatt

Norman Wyatt



What’s been happening at Chengelo

Ndubaluba Ndubaluba rock climbing

Duke of Edinburgh (Gold) on Lake Tanganyika

Lake Tanganyika Sixth Form at Kundalila Falls
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What’s been happening at Chengelo

Joshua Musosa in Scotland

Joshua Musosa

The old tennis courts in need of refurbishment Prefects’ Project at Nkolonga school

Prefects’ Project at Nkolonga
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What’s been happening at Chengelo

Ndubaluba Ndubaluba staff

Chengelo Training Farm

From the Principal’s Desk

Dear Friends,

As we start term two, the year appears to be racing by, and 
we are beginning to think about our outline plans for 2020. 
Sometimes the pace of life, even in rural Mkushi, can be a 
challenge for us. Amidst it all we hear:

“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing 
He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

He leads me besides quiet waters, 
He refreshes my soul.”

This term’s adventures begin with the Sixth Form traversing 
Kundalila falls, the Form Two’s learning ‘Tribal Survival’, 
the Primary rock climbing, whilst others will climb Mount 
Sancha, or kayak across the Mulungushi Dam. Just some of 
the ways you can learn to ‘never, never give up!’

We celebrate the varied cultures in our community with a 

‘cultural awareness day’ and of course ‘Africa Day’ on the 25th 
May. Good opportunities for us to embrace our community 
and practice our servant heartedness. Amidst the regular 
sports fixtures, we look forward to the ‘King of the Sprints’ 
and the Rockridge Challenge. For some a testimony of faith 
whilst for others a test of perseverance. 

Please pray for us as we gather for this year’s Mkushi 
Christian Fellowship Conference on the 22nd-23rd June. 
Pray for us as we enjoy our ‘Mega Family Day’ on the 3rd 
August as we wind up the term. Moments to pause from 
our busy schedules and fellowship together, ‘for His glory’. If 
only I had Martin Luther’s dedication when he said, ‘I have 
so much to do I simply must spend the first three hours of 
my day in prayer!’ 

God bless you for your faithful prayers and support, they 
are a constant encouragement to us. Andrew Cowling



Journeys 
In Zambia lengthy car journeys were 
a usual part of family lifestyle whether 
travelling to the Eastern Highlands of 
Zimbabwe or Lake Malawi. Such lengthy 
trips in the UK are more problematic 
dealing with heavy motorway traffic 
and the vagaries of the weather. 

To celebrate my wife’s retirement and 
to broaden our horizons, we set forth 
from darkest Somerset in the southwest 
to attend the northern fellowship day 
in Granton-on-Spey, not many miles 
south of Inverness (return trip 1400 
miles). 

Some trustees love the wide open 
roads, but I am afraid I am not one 
of them. However, we took it easy 
travelling up in three days and back 
in three. We were especially grateful 
for accommodation, both ways, at the 
home of Peter Willett (ex Lusaka Baptist 

TREASURER’S REPORT

First of all, a big thank you to those 
who have started (and of course 
those who continue) Standing Orders. 
Please let me know if you require any 
help commencing one, or amending 
one that is in force. Thank you too 
to those who have signed a gift aid 
form for me. Last year the ‘free’ money 
CET received from the Government 
(and who doesn’t approve of that) 
amounted to nearly £3,500.

As you may imagine there are always 
needs at the school. Some are specific 
(see below for some immediate needs) 
and these often touch directly at the 
heart of supporters, but donations 
to the General Fund allow CET to 
respond very quickly if the school has 
a sudden, particular requirement.

The most recent requests are for:

An abattoir and 
slaughter house – for 
the cattle produced 
by the Training Farm

£6,000

Workers’ houses £3,500 each

Workshop tools  
(eg. Electric drills/ 
saws/sanders/
routers/angle 
grinders)

£1,500

A defibrillator £1,500

A laser cutter for  
the DT Department

£5,000

Staff Training
Depends on who 
is being trained 
and for what!

Bursaries
An ongoing need 
to assist with this!

is the story of Jesus’ birth, the boy Jesus 
travelling to Jerusalem, the sending 
out of the disciples, the prodigal son, 
meeting Zaccheus or the encounter 
of the two disciples with Jesus on 
the road to Emmaus, Luke had an 
affinity with travelling and of course 
he accompanied Paul on several of 
his missionary journeys. I have to 
confess that the story of the disciples 
encounter with the risen Jesus is one 
of my favourites, especially the fact 
that they were so excited that they set 
off immediately to return to Jerusalem 
in the dark, not a pleasant prospect in 
those days.

Of course journeys are a good 
metaphor for our lives. And Chengelo’s 
story now 31 years old can be a great 
source of encouragement to us as we 
journey on in our individual lives and 
as we support the school in our prayers 
and in other ways.
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Church and Chengelo) who lives on 
the outskirts of Falkirk.

It goes without saying that the 
fellowship day was well worth the 
journey, watching the Chengelo DVD, 
listening to Ake Ankers talk about the 
work of Ndubs and sharing memories 
of the school. It was a time of great 
fellowship as around 25 folk squashed 
into the McMasters’ sitting room. We 
also admired the beautiful scenery 
surrounding the McMasters’ bungalow. 
The hosts kindly provided lunch and 
in the evening we boosted the takings 
of the Granton on Spey take-a-ways. I 
should mention here that we were all 
delighted to learn that the McMaster 
eldest daughter had been selected 
to play rugby for her local team at 
Murrayfield the following day.

Luke’s gospel is sometimes referred to 
as the ‘gospel of journeys’. Whether it 

From the Editor’s Armchair

If you would like to make a specific 
donation towards any of these, please 
let me know. 

Please don’t forget to go through  
the Easyfundraising website if you 
shop online:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk

It will cost you nothing except for 
a couple of extra ‘clicks’, but each 
purchase raises money for the Trust. 
Again ‘FREE’ money to CET.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me 
if you would like any help or advice 
about donating to the Trust. 

Glenn Guilliatt, Treasurer.

Tel: 01757 291563
 07803 359082

or: GlennGuilliatt@Hotmail.com
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Tamsin Booth
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Martha Germany
22, Belgrave Crescent,
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marthagermany95@gmail.com


